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Chapter Adm 43
NON-MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY PUBLIC BENEFITS FEE

Adm 43.01  Authority. Adm 43.07 Collecting the public benefits fee.
Adm 43.02 Purpose. Adm 43.08 Payment and reconciliation of the public benefits fee.
Adm 43.03  Definitions. Adm 43.09 Requesting approval for reasonable and prudent expenses.
Adm 43.04 Estimating low—income need data. Adm 43.10 Voluntary contributions.
Adm 43.05 Establishing the public benefits program funding level. Adm 43.11  Reports and annual statements.
Adm 43.06 Allocating the amount invoiced. Adm 43.12  Appeals.
Note: Chapter Adm 43vas created as an emency rule d&ctive August 22, (17) “Residentialcustomer” means any customer in ttiste
2000. thatreceives metered electric services under a residenfairor

Adm 4301 Authority. Sections 16.004 (1) and 16.957 (4j2"f _ . . .
(b), Stats., authorize the department to promulgate rules for nan—(18) “Retail electric cooperative” hathie meaning specified
municipalelectric utility public benefits fees. in s. 16.957 (1) (1), Stats.
History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00. (19) “Tariff” means a rate schedule and general terms and
conditionsunder which electric service is supplied.
Adm 43.02 Purpose. The purposesf this chapter are to  History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00.
establishthe public benefits fee to be collected by each non- . )
municipalelectric utilityfrom its customers, and to provide proce  Adm 43.04 Estimating low—income need data. ~ The

duresfor collecting that fee. departmenshall estimate the dataquired to compute the low-
History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &12-1-00. incomeneedannually as directed in s. 16.957 (2) (c) 5., Stats., by
the following means:
Adm 43.03 Definitions. In this chapter: (1) Total low-income engy bill data shall be estimated by

(1) “Amount invoiced” means that portion of the public benetotaling all home eney bills of all low—income households as
fits program funding level thag approved and allocated annuallyshownby the most recent data available on or before March 1 from
by the department to each non—-municipal electric utility to be céhe departmeng division of enegy.
lectedfrom its customers. (2) Averageannual income of low-income household data

(2) “Commission” means the public service commission. shallbeestimated by averaging the annual income of all house

(3) “Customer” means the party billed for electric services.holdsator below 150% of the poverty threshold as shown by the

(4) “Customerclass’ meanany grouping of electric custom mostrecent data availabtn or before March 1 from the U.S. een

ersin the state that is billed for electric service under the same t%Lszbureau or the departmenitlemographic services section.

; e (3) Thenumber of low—-income households shall be estimated
it tgat“tl;as beten ag’proved btyh thg COTmISTIOP' dministrati by totaling the number of householatsor below 150% of the pev
(5) “Department” means the department of administration. g1y threshold as shown by the most recent data availableb or
(6) “Electric provider” has the meaning specifieds. 16.957 fore March 1 from the U.S. census bureathar departmerg’de
(1) (), Stats. mographicservices section.
(7) “Electric utility” has the meaning specified in s. 16.957 (1) History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00.
(9), Stats.
(8) “Fiscal year” means the period beginning duly 1 and
endingon June 30.
(9) “Fixed chage” means a fixed amount within afectric
tariff that is chaged periodically to a customer without regard tggqg year

energyd‘clemanq or consumptlon.” . . (2) When establishing the publibenefits program funding
(10) “Low—incomehousehold” has the meaning set forth in §eye|, the department shall determine the numberesidential

16.957(1) (m), Stats. and non-residential customers servedehgh electric provider
(11) “Low-income need” has the meaning set forth in sbasedon the most recent data available on or before March 1 from

Adm 43.05 Establishing the public benefits pro -
gram funding level. (1) Annually on or before March 1 thie
partment shall determine, in accordance with s. 16.957 (4) and (5),
Stats. the public benefits program funding level for thibowing

16.957(1) (n), Stats. the enegy information administration of thg.S. department of
(12) “Municipal utility” has the meaningspecified in s. energyor any similar published data théie department deter
16.957(1) (q), Stats. minesto be reliable.
(13) “Non-municipalelectric utility” means any electric utii  (3) After establishing the public benefits program funding
ity that is not a municipal utility level, the department, usirtge formulas provided in s. 16.957 (4)

(14) “Non-residentiacustomer” means argustomer in this (€) @nd (5), Stats., shall determine the portion of the public-bene
statethat receives metered electric serviageger a commercial fits program funding level that the non—municipal electric utilities

or industrial tarif and that is assessed a fixed customergehat Shall collect each fiscal yeaiThe department shall allocate 70%
the metets location. of this portion to be collected from residentaktomers and 30%

(15) “Public benefitsfee” means that portion of the amounttonzgofqug?tsg ifsrtorn,\]ocgnqb ﬁgg%emagsgu;tgﬂ%%
invoicedthat a non—municipal electric utility allocates to ao# y: &hRegista “ T '
lectsfrom acustomerand may include approved reasonable and Adm 43.06 Allocating the amount invoiced. (1) The
prudentexpenses. departmentshall annuallydetermine the number of residential
(16) “Public benefits progranfunding level” means the total and non-residential customers for each non—-municgattric
fundsto be collected by all electric providers annually under stility basedupon the most recent data available on or before
16.957(4) and (5), Stats. March 1 from the annual report of major utilities, licensees and
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othersfiled with the federal engy regulatory commission, or residentialcustomer classes. The amount of the public benefits
similar sources as determined by the department. feemay vary between customer clases,shall be uniform with

(2) (a) The department shall calculate the amount invoiced Bya customer class, excdpt variations due to the maximum bill
determininga residential component and a non-residentialcofficreaseestrictions in s. 16.957 (4) (c) 3., Stats.
ponentand adding those components together (5) REQUESTFORREBATE. A customer that pays one or more

(b) The residential component shall be estimated by calculklls to a single non-municipal electric utility for metéosated
ing each non-municipal electric utili’percentage of the total Within that utility's service territorymay present documentation
number of residential customers served by all non—-municip&p and request relief from thabn—-municipal electric utility if the
electric utilities. This percentage shall be multiplied the public benefits fees paid by the customer within that utdiger
amountallocated to all residentialistomers under s. Adm 43.05vice territory, when aggregated by the custonexceed $750 in
). any month. The non—-municipal electric utility shall rebate that
(c) The non-residential component shall be estimated by Cﬁprtlon of the public benefits fee that exceeds $750 in any month.
ny amount so rebated to a customer under this provision shall be

culatingeach non—municipal electric utilitypercentage of total ’
non-residentiatustomersserved by all non-municipal electric {féatedas an under—collection for purposes of s. Adm 43.08 (3).

utilities. This percentage shall be multiplied by the amount allo (6) DEPARTMENTREVIEW. On or before May 1, théepartment
catedto all non-residential customers under s. Adm 43.05 (3)shallapprove, modifyor deny each proposed collection plan and
(d) In cooperation with the non-municipal electric utilities, th&°tify €achnon-municipal electric utility accordinglyThe de
departmentmay adjust the estimated residential component Partmentshall provide reasons for a denial or modification in-writ
minimize any inequities resulting from the applicatiofthe re N9 A non—-municipal electric utility may protest a denial or mod
strictionsin s.16.957 (4) (c) 3., Stats., in order to produce a mofication of its collection plan under the procedures set forth in
uniform public benefits fee. The adjustment process may chal 43.12.
the amount of the residential component allocated to a non-(7) PLAN IMPLEMENTATION. Each non-municipal electric util
municipalelectric utility, but shallnot change the total residentiality shall implemenan approved or modified public benefits fee
component. collectionplan at the start of the first monthly or periodic billing
(e) In cooperation with the non-municipal electric utilities, th€Ycle of the following fiscal yearA modified collection plan shall
departmentnay adjust the estimated non-residential compone? implemented even if a protest has been filed under s. Adm
to minimize any inequities resulting from the application of the ré3.12.
strictionsin s.16.957 (4) (c) 3., Stats., in order to produce a more (8) DEPARTMENTDENIAL. (&) Ifthe department denies a pro
uniform public benefits fee. The adjustment process may charggsedpublic benefits fee collection plan, the non—-municipal-elec
the amount of the non-residential component allocated to a nattiie utility shall resubmit a collection plan to the department on or
municipal electric utility but shall not change the totabn— before May 15 fothedepartmens$ approval even if a protest has
residentialcomponent. beenfiled under sAdm 43.12. A resubmitted collection plan
(3) The department shafirovide all calculations and relatedmustaddress all comments and suggestions provided by the de
informationin writing to each non-municipal electric utility in thePartmentin its denial.
form of a single annual invoice on or before March 1. Thisdocu (b) If the department denies a resubmitted collection plan, the
mentationshall include an itemization of tesidential and non— non—-municipalelectric utility shall collaborate with the depart
residentialcomponents based on the proportions prescribed imsentto prepare a collection plan acceptable to the department. If

16.957 (4) (b) 2., Stats. the parties are unable to reach an agreement on or before June 1,
History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00. the department shall issue a collection planthe non—municipal
electricutility to implement the following fiscal year
Adm 43.07 Collecting the public benefits fee. History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &12-1-00.

(1) ImPLEMENTATION. Implementation of theublic benefits fee
collection plan shall begin in fiscatear 2001. The department Adm 43.08 Payment and reconciliation of the public
may, at its discretion, modify any deadlines contained in this rulsenefits fee. (1) PavyMENT DUE DATES. Each non-municipal
uponnotification to the appropriatefatted parties. electricutility shall make equal monthly paymentsthe depart

(2) CoLLECTION PLAN. On or before April 1, eacindividual mentof the amount invoiced, no later than the 15th dagawh
non-municipakelectric utility shallsubmit a collection plan and month. The first payment of each fiscal year is due on the 15th day
supportingdocumentatiotto the department for collecting the-fol of the second full month of the fiscal year
lowing fiscal years amount invoiced and for recovering reason (2) LATE PAYMENTS. Payments received after the 15th day of
ableand prudent expenses. The public benefits fee collection pthmonth shall be assessed interest at the rate required by the
shallbe based on the calculations and related information pgmmissiorfor customer deposits for residential service set forth
vided by the department under s. Adm 43.06. Each non—-municipals. PSC 13.0402 (9) (b).
electric utility shall submit documentation that demonstrates its (3) RECONCILIATION OF COLLECTED FEES. (a) Each non-

implementatiorplan and a budget of expenses necessary o oy nicipalelectric utility shall include a reconciliation statement
ply with the requirements in s. Adm 43.09. - ~ for the preceding fiscal year with its propogeiblic benefits fee

(3) CHaRrGEsBILLED. Each customer bill thatcludes a public  collection plan under s. Adm 43.07. If the total amount of public
benefits fee shall identify the public benefits fee as a “non-taxalplenefitsfees collected is greater than the amount invoiced plus the
fixed chage.” All chages relating to the cost of supplying electrigotal reasonable and prudent expenses approved by the-depart
serviceto a residentiabr non-residential customer shall constiment,the amount of over—collection shall be subtracted from the
tute the basis for Calculating the limit on customer bill increase;§ta| amount of pub||c benefits fees to be Co||edwd:he non-—
specifiedin s. 16.957 (4) (c) 3., Stats. municipalelectric utility in the succeeding fiscal yedf the total

(4) EqQuiTABLE ALLOCATION. Each non—-municipal electnigil-  amountof public benefits fees collected is less than the amount in
ity shall submit documentation with its public benefits fee collewoiced plus the total reasonable and prudent expenses approved
tion plan that demonstratésat the amounts of the public benefitdy the department, the amount under—collected beagidded to
feeit intends to bill its residential and non-residentiastomers thetotal amount of public benefifses to be collected by the non-
equitablyallocates the amount constituting the residential cempamunicipalelectric utility for the succeeding fiscal ye&achnon-
nent among its residential customer classes, and the amominicipal electric utility shall account for any variation in its
constituting the non-residential componeamong its non— collections,working capitalcosts, and reasonable and prudent
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expenses when establishiitgpublic benefits fee collection plan  (5) A non—-municipal electric utility shall document all rea
for the succeeding fiscal year sonableand prudent expenses it seétsinclude in the public

(b) Once inany fiscal yeara non-municipal electric utility Penefitsfee.
may submit awritten request to the department to adjust its publicHistory: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00.
benefitsfee collection plan.The request shall contain the current _—
amountthat has been over—collected or under-collected and theAdm 43.10 Voluntary contributions. (1) ANNUAL OP-

amountthat is forecasted to be over—collected or under—collectBgRTUNTY. At leastannually each electric utility shall provide its
for the remainder of thiiscal yeathe reasons for the tifences residential and non-residential customers an opportunity to make

andthe non-municipal electric utility’ proposed adjustmertts voluntary contributions to therust fund established under s.

; ; ) ; .96, Stats., to fund their choice of programs established in s.
its approved public benefits fee collection plan. The departm«%@ o K
shallindicate itsapproval or disapproval of the proposed adjust-2-927(2) (a), Stats. An electridtility shall provide the opportu

mentsin writing within 30 days ofeceipt of the request. The non—nity for its residential and non—-residential customers to raakl

municipal electric utility may implement theollection plan ad voluntarycontributions by including an insert and return envelope

justment immediately upon department approval. If thd! the mailing containing the annual public benefieport

departmentioes not approve a collection plan adjustment, the Zgduiredby s. 16.957 (4) (am), Stats. Each electric utility may pro
fected non-municipal electric utility may protest undefoce vide opportunities for its residential and non-residertisitom
duresset forth in s. Adm 43.12 ersto make voluntary contributions to anegy assistance fund

L N administerecby the electric utility at other times and by other
(c) A non-municipal electric utility that hasder—collected gthods.

theamount invoiced in the previous fiscal year tluéhe restrie
tionsof s. 16.957 (4) (c) 3., Stats., may submit with its reconcili%e
tion of collected fees a written request éowaiver of the obliga

tionin s. Adm 43.08 (3) (a) to add the amount under—collected

the total amount of fees to bmollected in the succeeding flscalutility public benefits fund. The departmentiesignee shall e
year. ceive,process and keep records of all voluntary contributions.
(d) The department shall adjust a non-municipal electric util History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &12—-1-00corr ection in @

ity’s public benefits fee collection plarfettive on the beginning madeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats.

of the fiscal year for whiclthe collection plan was submitted,

upona successful appeal filed under s. Adm 43.12. Adm 43.11 Reports and annual statements. (1) InI-
(4) ACCOUNTSRECEIVABLE AND UNCOLLECTIBLE ACCOUNTS. A 1AL ANNOUNCEMENT. The department shall prepare an initial an

non-municipaklectric utility's reconciliatiorstatement may in nouncement of the public benefies program to be included by

clude an estimation of the uncollected amount of its precedijg?chnon—municipal electric utility with itfirst bill in which the

year'spublic benefits fee that is recorded as an accounts recdfee S included. Upon prior written approvay the department,
able. A non—municipal electric utility reconciliation statement a _no_n—munlmpal e_Iectrlc utility r_n_a){ F“Pd'fy the text in orc_i_e_r to fit

(2) DESIGNEE FOR RECEIPT. The department may provide a

signedo receive voluntary contributions from an electric-util

ity’s customers. Each electric utility shall forwardhedepart
entor its designee any voluntary contributions it receivethior

thatwas recorded in a previous fiscal yaaraccounts receivable  (2) FINANCIAL RePORT. No later than 60 days after the end of
andhas been subsequently recognized as uncollectibénues. each fiscal yeareach non—municipal electric utility shall submit
The costof uncollectible revenues may be included in a requétthe department a complete financial repoitopublic benefits
for reasonable and prudent expenses in s. Adm 43.09. fees. The report shall include a complete explanation of the
- S . collectionreconciliation and the balance as of the end of the fiscal
5) Recorbs. Each non—municipal electric utility shatiain : S : -
tair(l :Z\ccurate records thaitlow thep amount biIIedyto and theYcanan assessment of the implementatioftopublic benefits

. X h A . fee collection plan, the amount collected by customer class, and
amountcollected from its residential and non-residential custo

ersin each fiscal yeao be measured against the amount invoice ,ny other matter the department determines necessary

plus the total reasonable and prudent expenses approved by th€3) DEPARTMENT STATEMENT. The department shall provide
department.The records shall beganized by customer class fore&chnon-municipal electric utility with aannual statement with
residentialcustomers and non-residential customers. in 120 days of the end of eaéiscal year identifying the total

History: Cr. RegisterNovember 2000, No. 539, &/12-1-00. amountof the annual amount invoiced to each non—-municipal
electricutility, and describing the programs for which the public
Adm 43.09 Requesting approval for reasonable and benefits fees were used.
prudent expenses. (1) A non—-municipal electric utilitynay (4) NON-MUNICIPAL ELECTRICUTILITY STATEMENT. Each non-

requestrecovery of reasonablnd prudent expenses incurred irmunicipalelectric utility shall distribute the departmenéinnual

the development and implementation of its public bendéits statemento each of its residential and non-residential customers.
collectionplan. The request shall be submitteaviiting to the No non—municipal electriatility may be required to provide an
departmenfor approval on or before February 1%he request individual customer the specific amount of public benefits &ses
shallinclude an accounting of actual costs for the previous caléi¢ssedo that customer when it distributes the departraentiu
daryear The non-municipal electric utility may include approvedl statement.

expenses in its public benefits fee collection plan for the followingHistory: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00.

fiscal year

(2) Thedepartment shall determine the amounteafsonable
andprudent expenses that may be recoveredshatl notify the

Adm 43.12 Appeals. (1) RIGHT To PROTEST. A non-
municipalelectric utility that disputes the departmsrdenial or
F L RS " modification of its proposed public benefits fee collection plan,
Poorg erT;l:QLC'fsablecmc utility in writing of that amourgn or be the denial ofan expense request, or the denial of a reconciliation
) statementmay protest to the departmenthe non—-municipal
(3) Requestsfor expenses that are recovereyl a non— gjectricutility shall servethe protest in writing on the administra

(4) A non—-municipal electric utility may appeal a denial of exwithin 15 days of the receipt of the departmedgnial or modifi
pensesuinder the procedures set forth in s. Adm 43.12. cationof the proposed public benefits fee collection plan under s.
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Adm 43.07, the reconciliation statement under s. Adm 4208, (3) AprPEAL. A protesting utility may appeal the decision of

the expense claim under s. Adm 43.09. the division administrator by alleging a violation of statute or a
(2) AUTHORITY TO RESOLVE PROTESTS. The administrator of Provisionof this chapter to the secretary of the department within

the departmeng division of enagy and public benefits shall have30 calendar days of issuance of the administsatigcision. The

the authority to settle and resolve any pro ght under this secretaryor secretang designeeshall take necessary action to

. . settleand resolve the appeal and shall promjsityie a decision
subsection.If the protest is natesolved by mutual agreement, th PP promjsty

o o . X .- 8n writing which shall be mailed or otherwise served on the pro
division administrator shall promptly issuenaitten decision to testing utility

the protesting utility History: Cr. RegisterNovember2000, No. 539, &f12-1-00.
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